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Robert Moody is in his third year as Music Director of the Memphis Sympho-

ny, where in just a short time, the Symphony has, under Moody’s leadership, 

released its first commercial recording in twenty-five years and grown its en-

dowment from zero to $25 million. Moody also serves as Music Director of 

Arizona Musicfest, which he has led since 2007. In 2018, Moody concluded 

his tenures with the Winston-Salem Symphony and the Portland Symphony 

Orchestra (Maine), where he had been Music Director since 2005 and 2008, 

respectively.

The 2019-20 season includes debuts with the Sacramento Philharmonic, the Bogota Philharmonic, and the Aachen 

Symphony, and a return engagement with the Sewanee Summer Music Festival.

Guest conducting highlights include appearances include with Chicago Symphony at Ravinia and the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic at the Hollywood Bowl, in addition to the symphonies of Toronto, Houston, Indianapolis, Detroit, Se-

attle, Fort Worth, San Antonio, Buffalo, Louisville, Columbus, Oklahoma City, and, in Europe, the Slovenian Philhar-

monic and the Vienna Chamber Orchestra. Summer festival appearances include Santa Fe Opera, Spoleto Festival 

USA, Eastern Music Festival, PortOpera, Brevard Music Festival, and the Oregon Bach Festival.

Equally at home in the opera pit, Moody recently debuted with Opera Carolina conducting Le nozze di Figaro and 

Des Moines Metro Opera conducting Die Fledermaus. He made his Washington National Opera and North Caroli-

na Opera debuts in 2014, and he conducted Bartók’s Bluebeard’s Castle, Leoncavallo’s I Pagliacci, and Poulenc’s 

Dialogues of the Carmelitesduring the 2016-2017 season. Moody began his career as apprentice conductor for the 

Landestheater Opera in Linz, Austria. He has gone on to conduct at the opera companies of Santa Fe, Rochester, 

Hilton Head Opera, and North Carolina Opera. He also assisted on a production of Verdi’s Otello at the Metropolitan 

Opera, conducted by Valery Gergiev, and at The English National Opera, where he was Assistant Conductor for 

Weill’s Street Scene.

Moody served as Associate, then Resident Conductor, of the Phoenix Symphony from 1998 through 2006. While in 

Phoenix, Moody founded The Phoenix Symphony Chorus, and for seven years was Music Director of the Phoenix 

Symphony Youth Orchestra.

Prior to Phoenix, Moody served as Associate Conductor for the Evansville Philharmonic Orchestra, and Music Di-

rector (and founder) of the Evansville Philharmonic Youth Orchestra. Moody conducted the first professional per-
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formance of a work by composer Mason Bates, now Composer-in-Residence with the Kennedy Center for the Per-

forming Arts, and was instrumental in the commissioning and premiere performances of several of Bates’ important 

major works for orchestra.

Moody’s work can be heard on several commercially released compact disc recordings. He collaborated with the 

Canadian Brass for their Bach and LegendsCDs; he is also the conductor for the CD Fourth World, highlighting the 

music of Native American recording artist R. Carlos Nakai (available on the Canyon Record label); and in 2010, the 

Winston-Salem Symphony released their performance (live from 2009) of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9. A DVD of 

Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 with Arizona Musicfest was released in 2012. Recently, he was honored to conduct on 

the “Cancer Blows” concert with Ryan Anthony, members of the Dallas Symphony, and a host of trumpet lumina-

ries, to aid the fight against multiple myeloma. CD and DVD recordings of that live concert, held in Dallas in March 

2015, are now available for purchase.


